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The next issue of the “UCH” will be dated Novem-
ber, 2018. Announcements of events in November, or
early December, 2018, as well as articles for the No-
vember, 2018, issue should be in our office by October
10. Thank you for your consideration.

The Next Issue
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Poltava Ensemble in Europe
— Photo: Sylvia Dmyterko

The Poltava Ensemble of AUUC Regina Branch travelled to the Iberian Peninsula in July
and August of this year, for a repeat performance at folkloric festivals in Portugal and Spain.
Among the other participants were groups from South Africa and Colombia, some of whom
are shown in this photo. A report on the trip, with photos, appears on page 7.

WTO in Disarray
The World Trade Organiza-

tion was established as part of
an attempt to bring stability to
capitalism by regulating inter-
national economic relations.
Its effectiveness depended on
the cooperation of its mem-
ber states in accepting the
rules established by the
WTO, and complying with
decisions of the adjudicating
structures  established to
judge disputes between mem-
ber states.

There have been many dis-
putes considered by the WTO
and its agencies, including, for
example, differences between
Canada and the USA. For the
most part, the system has
worked fairly successfully.
Even the USA, after losing a

case against Canada, would
comply with a ruling, while
finding a way to create a new
dispute.

Major economic powers
complied with the system be-
cause it served their need for
stability in world markets;
lesser powers fell in line be-
cause of the potential conse-
quences of bucking the sys-
tem.

Over the decades, the in-
ternat ional s i tuat ion has
shifted, with the disappear-
ance of players like the
USSR, the emergence of  new
centres of major power, new
technology, and other changes
which have made the WTO
outdated. The election of

(Continued on Page 3.)

O n S e p t e m b e r 2 0 ,
Canada became the first
country to designate events
i n B u r m a , t a r g e t i n g
Rohingya Muslims, a geno-
cide. Below, edited for style
and spelling, we print the
pre s s re l ease i s sued by
Burma Task Force.

Myanmar is another name
for Burma

(Toronto, Canada, 9/20/
2018) — Today the Canadian
government officially declared

Genocide in Burma
t h e p e r s e c u t i o n o f t h e
Rohingya in Myanmar to be a
genocide. Canada is the first
country to make the declara-
tion, which came in the wake
of mounting evidence that
seems to prove, beyond any
reasonable doubt, that the ac-
tions of the Myanmar military
constitute genocidal crimes
against a largely defenceless,
innocent population.

Just this week, the United
Nations International Fact-

Finding Mission in Myanmar
released a detailed report
documenting the full extent of
the military’s crimes. Accord-
ing to the report, the Myanmar
military, which is known as the
Tatmadaw, has systematically
engaged in a bloody campaign
of terror and murder against
the native Rohingya population
of Myanmar’s Rakhine State.
It adds its findings to dozens
of similar reports by other hu-
man rights and humanitarian
agencies who have also con-
cluded that, by any reasonable

(Continued on Page 3.)

NOTICE
Because the current location of the “UCH” Editorial

Office is scheduled to undergo remodelling, starting on
November 1, 2018, we request that postal communica-
tions be addressed to 658 Constellation Drive, Mississauga
ON, L5R 3H6, and phone calls be made to 416-428-9583
as of November 1. Internet communications will remain
unchanged

We anticipate a return to our Toronto address in about
six months.

Meeting of the AUUC
National Committee

The National Committee of
the Association of United
Ukrainian Canadians met in
Winnipeg on the weekend of
September 22 and 23. With
the 47th AUUC National Con-
vention due in 2019, much of
the discussion focused on ac-
tivities leading to the conven-
tion, as well as the future of
the AUUC.

A major component of
those activities will be three
national performing art work-
shops, starting with a National
Dance Workshop which will
take place in Vancouver on
November 9–12, 2018. Inter-
est is high, as this is the first
AUUC national dance work-
shop in several years, though
local seminars have been held.
Registration has been strong,
and two topnotch instructors
have been hired.

The second workshop
which is anticipated is a Na-
tional Choral Workshop, pro-
jected to be held in Winnipeg
on April 19–21, 2019. The
workshop is facing some chal-
lenges: Winnipeg’s choral con-
ductor is moving to another
province, and the dates of
renovations to the Winnipeg
Ukrainian Labour Temple are
still uncertain. However, the
National Committee is confi-
dent that issues will be suc-
cessfully resolved.

The third workshop, also in
2019, is the National Orches-
tral Workshop, to be held in
Regina, probably on the La-
bour Day weekend.

The celebration of the
AUUC centennial is also con-
tinuing, with Edmonton, To-

(Continued on Page 5.)
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On September 23 , the
Winnipeg Free Press reported
that the federal government
had pledged $154.3 million to
the Manitoba Métis Federa-
tion (MMF) as part of a plan
to help the Métis eliminate
poverty and establish self-
government. The announce-
ment was made at the MMF’s
Annual General Assembly.

Crown-Indigenous Rela-
t i o n s M i n i s t e r C a r o l y n
Bennett was present for the
announcement. Speaking at
the Assembly, she said that
the funds would allow the
MMF to look after Métis peo-
ple in Manitoba.

The $153.4 million is money
Ottawa has al ready ear-
marked for the purpose, the
Minister told reporters. She
also indicated that account-
ability frameworks will be built
into future recognition legisla-
tion.

She said that  it’s going to
be very important to have in-
cluded in this legislation the
power to hold the government
to account and specifications
of, “How do we work as a
partnership, not the paternal-
ism, or just the exclusion that
the Métis nation have felt up
until now?” However, Ms.

Bennett did not give a time
line for moving forward legis-
lation to recognize the MMF
as a government.

MMF Pres ident David
Chartrand said that, when it
does happen, it will clarify and
solidify the Métis nation’s role
in official matters. He said
that, “The key word is inclu-
sion. We’ll finally be included.
We’ll finally be drawn in to be
a partner to processes. This
new formation will make it
very clear who the players
are, and who the government
is.”

Among the uses to which
the money will be put, Presi-
dent Chartrand listed a grants
program for first-time Métis
home buyers, and starting
construction of 100 homes
with adjoining greenhouses.
“We will use our resources to
create jobs, to put a better
health system, education sys-
tem, and invest in our young
people to go to university,” he
said.

Along with the funding, the
agreement foresees the rec-
ognition of the MMF as the
self-determining government
of Métis people in Manitoba.
Some of the funds will be
used for the transition.

Toward Reconciliation
with the Métis

A del igh ted Pres iden t
Chartrand said, “This is a long
time coming. People need to
look at it from this context: our
future was robbed from us in
1870, 148 years ago now, and
our economic engines were
robbed from us. So we be-
came basically the working
poor in this country. We were
shrugged off our lands and the
opportunities for us to grow
economically were just taken
directly from us.

“This will be at least some
payback money from what
was taken from us for all the
taxes, and all that has been
robbed from us throughout a
century.

“It’s a huge investment for
us. It’s going to change peo-
ple’s lives by the thousands,
and tens of thousands, and
definitely give our young peo-
ple an opportunity.”

President Chartrand said
that there is still plenty of work
to do toward reconciliation
with the federal and provincial
governments. Settling land
claims is a priority, as is legis-
lation recognizing the MMF as
an independent body of gov-
ernment instead of a special
interest group.

The Manitoba Métis Fede-
r a t i o n r e p r e s e n t s a b o u t
120,000 people. President
David Chartrand became
leader of the MMF in 1997.

Fighting the Survivors
In a report in the Globe

and Mail on September 21,
Gloria Galloway reveals that
“The federal government has
spent more than $2.3-million
over the past five years fight-
ing legal cases related to the
claims for compensation
lodged by survivors of one of
the country’s most notorious
residential schools.”

The information was pro-
vided by the government in
response to a question by New
Democratic Party MP Charlie
Angus, whose Northern On-
tario riding includes Fort
Albany, where St. Anne’s
Residential School was oper-
ated by a Roman Catholic or-
der between 1904 and 1973.

As the money was spent
“to handle settled cases, deal
with requests for direction and
take part in proceedings
where former students of the
school went to court to fight
for compensation under the
Indian Residential Schools
Settlement Agreement”, it’s
not clear that all the money
was spent on fighting the sur-
vivors. Nor is the amount very
large.

The point, however, is that
victims of the residential
school system should not have
to fight in court for compen-
sation to which they are enti-
tled.

Carolyn Bennett, Minister
of Crown-Indigenous Rela-
tions, said that 90% of St.
Anne’s students were com-
pensated, which means that
up to 10% had to sue for
money to which they were
entitled.

The Globe and Mail arti-
cle  reminds its readers that
“St. Anne’s, where children

were forced to eat their own
vomit, were whipped with
wire straps and were tortured
in a home-made electric chair,
was the subject of a five-year
probe by the Ontario Provin-
cial Police in the 1990s, in
which allegations were made
against 20 different priests,
nuns and lay people. Five peo-
ple were eventually convicted,
three of them on charges of
‘indecent assault’.”

“Despite the results of the
OPP probe,” the report says,
“some of the claims of St.
Anne’s survivors were denied
by adjudicators of the Inde-
pendent Assessment Process
(LAP), which determined
compensation awards, after
federal officials told the LAP
prior to 2013 that there were
“no known documents regard-
ing sexual abuse” at the
school”.

That was not true, and af-
ter multiple appearances be-
fore the Ontario Superior
Court, the previous Conserva-
tive government began releas-
ing those documents.

Mr. Angus told the Globe
and Mail that, “This govern-
ment has used every legal tac-
tic, put up every possible road
block ... and to what end. All
these survivors are asking for
is the right to justice in a fair
hearing.”

Though Ms. Bennett said in
the House of Commons that
the government is “committed
to bring closure for all survi-
vors”, it seems that some
court cases continue.

As Mr. Angus said, “Why
this vendetta has gone on this
long over such a miscarriage
of justice is incomprehensi-
ble.”

Like Father, Like Son
The September 22 edition of

the Winnipeg Free Press had
an interest ing art ic le by
Niigaan Sinclair. The article,
“Following in his father’s foot-
steps”, compared the policies
on Indigenous issues of Pierre
and Justin Trudeau.

Mr. Sinclair notes that Justin
“has apologized to Indigenous
communities several times, in-
cluding for residential schools
in Newfoundland and the un-
just hanging of six First Na-
tions chiefs in 1864.

“But when it comes to poli-
cies and practices on Indig-
enous issues —where change
actually comes from —
Trudeau looks a lot like his
father, Pierre, who was head
of government from 1968-79
and 1980-84.”

Mr. Sinclair notes that , “...
both Trudeaus inherited dys-
functional and violent policies
administering Indigenous af-
fairs. Both inherited legacies
of the Indian Act that created
and ensured stifling poverty,
trauma and a hierarchical
power dynamic between In-
digenous Peoples and the
state. And both tried to do
something about it.”

Pierre Trudeau, according
to the article, chose “to fully
and completely assimilate In-
digenous Peoples into Canada,
completing what the Indian
Act and residential schools
had started.

“He introduced the 1969

White Paper, which sought to
repeal the Indian Act, dissolve
the Department of Indian Af-
fairs, eliminate Indian status
and erase reserves and trea-
ties.”

Mr. Sinclair, recalls that
Pierre Trudeau “famously said
to Indigenous leaders: ‘If you
no longer speak your language
and no longer practice your
culture, then you have no right
to demand Aboriginal rights
from us, because you are
assimilated with the ruling
power.’”

Consistent with his applica-
tion of the War Measures Act
during the so-called FLQ cri-
sis, Pierre Trudeau “preferred
the notion nations could erase
the sovereignty and claims of
other nations by “conquering”
them, and Canada should pro-
ceed from there”.

The elder Trudeau lost. He
“not only retreated from the
White Paper, but was later
forced by Indigenous activists
and lawyers to include Abo-
riginal and treaty rights in the
1982 Constitution.”

W h e n e l e c t e d , J u s t i n
Trudeau seemed to take a dif-
ferent tack.

”He directed departments
to recognize the ‘inherent ju-
risdiction and legal orders of
Indigenous nations’ as the
‘starting point of discussions’
with First Nations, and he
promised a ‘nation to nation’
relationship.

He also vowed to imple-
ment the United Nations Dec-
laration on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples, and all 94
calls to action put forth by the
Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission of Canada.”

The reality, Mr. Sinclair ar-
gues, varies from the dream.
He writes, “Since taking of-
fice, Trudeau has implemented
wide, sweeping changes to
Indigenous lives, with virtually
no consultations. He split In-
digenous Affairs into two de-
partments (creating more bu-
reaucracy then ever), focused
discussions primarily with the
Assembly of First Nations
(which is not a government but
a lobby group) and created the
National Inquiry into Missing
and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls without par-
ticipation of Indigenous fami-
lies.”

At the moment, Govern-
ment “bureaucrats” are meet-
ing with Indigenous commu-
nities across the land to gather
information for the new legis-
lative framework for Indig-
enous rights. It is intended to
release a draft by November.

Mr. Sinclair writes that,
“This legislation, which seeks
to define Indigenous rights
and help replace the draconian
Indian Act, has been criticized
as ‘limiting’ rights, turning
First Nations into virtual mu-
nicipalities, and not being any-
thing close to creating a ‘na-
tion-to-nation’ relationship.”

Mr. Sinclair feels that this
(Continued on Page 5.)

Court Delays Pipeline
At the end of August, the

Federal Court of Appeal
stopped progress toward
building the Trans Mountain
pipeline until the National En-
ergy Board conducts further
environmental assessment and
a new con-
s u l t a t i o n
process i s
undertaken.

The court
ruled unanimously that Otta-
wa’s attempts to consult First
Nations were flawed, and
called ignoring oil tanker risks
an “unjustified failure.”

The ruling was a major win
for those First Nations and en-
vironmental groups who had
opposed the project, as well as
the cities of Vancouver and
Burnaby, supported by the
government of British Colum-
bia.

Alberta’s reacted with an-
ger, threatening immediately to
withdraw from the national
climate plan.

After the ruling, 99% of

Kinder Morgan shareholders
voted to finalize the sale of
their pipelines to Canada.

The federal government
blamed the flawed environ-
mental review process on the
previous Conservative gov-

ernment. Finance
M i n i s t e r B i l l
Morneau assured
Albe r t a tha t h i s
g o v e r n m e n t r e -

mains staunchly committed to
completing the project.

Mr.Morneau said that his
government was reviewing
the court’s  decision carefully,
leading to thoughts that there
might be an appeal to the Su-
preme Court. Instead, the
government decided to redo
the consultation process, to
make sure the project “moves
ahead in the right way”.

While the government of
Canada could have appealed
to the Supreme Court, the
process could have taken
years. It would also have

(Continued on Page 11.)

... Cabinet  ...
has to follow the
law.
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Current Eclectic

Canada Loses Jobs
In July, 2018, Canada

gained some 82,000 part-time
jobs; in August, it lost 92,000
of them. A report released in
early September by Statistics
Canada showed that the net
job loss from July to August
was 52,000, as fulltime work
increased by some 40,000
jobs.

Of the job losses, (includ-
ing both full-and part-time
work) some 50,000 were
among older men and women
workers, aged 55 years and
up.

The official unemployment
rate increased to 6.0%.

Employment declined by
80,300 jobs in Ontario, where
80,700 part-time jobs were
lost, and only 400 full-time
positions gained.

In Alberta, there was an
increase of 16,300 jobs, 11,000
of them full time.

In Manitoba, too, there was
an increase in the number of
jobs, but in this province full-

time jobs fell by 2,300 posi-
tions, while part-time work
increased by 4,800 jobs.

British Columbia gained
9,800 jobs, of which 6,600
were full time.

Quebec had a loss of 2,300
jobs, after losing 18,800 part-
time positions, but it also
gained 16,500 full-time jobs

In the other provinces,
fewer than 1,500 jobs were
lost or gained.

When thinkng about the job
gains and losses, it is worth
remembering that in Quebec,
Ontario, Alberta, and British
Columbia the total number of
jobs is in the millions.

Among students aged 15-24
who were at school full time
in March and intended to re-
turn to school full time this fall,
as well as for the smaller
group aged 17-19, the partici-
pation rate was about 50%,
meaning that about half of
them looked for summer jobs.
Of these, slightly over 13% did
not have a job in August.

(Continued from Page 1.)
President Donald Trump, com-
bining elements of isolationism
with  aggressive demands that
international phenomena be
bent to  favour the USA, has
brought the need for reform
to a head.

Each country has been giv-
ing thought to the changes it
would like to see, to improve
its own position, as well as the
demands of the USA, which
has threatened to withdraw if
its demands are not met.

The withdrawal of the
USA, would be a devastating
blow to the WTO, one of the
pillars of the modern global
economy.

Among the entities explor-
ing the options facing the
WTO is the European Com-
mission, which  published its
ideas on WTO reforms the
day after President Donald
Trump escalated his trade war
with China by imposing tariffs
on $200 billion of Chinese ex-
ports to the USA.

The EU view of the situa-
tion was expressed by Cecilia
Malmstrom. “Now the WTO
system is slowly grinding to a
halt,” she said. “It is probably
in its deepest crisis ever. Key
members are not supporting
the system, but opening uni-
lateral measures, with effects
we unfortunately know too
well.”

The 28 European Union
members presented a detailed
response to the position of the
USA.

The EU said that the WTO
should be better able to moni-
tor its members by improving
transparency, and should also
have the power to impose pen-
alties for deliberate noncom-
pliance.

It is hard to imagine how
penalties could be extracted
from a country like the USA,
should it refuse to pay them.

The European Union pro-
posals include measures to
resolve the deadlock of the
WTO dispute settlement sys-
tem. Again, the USA has tra-

WTO in Disarray

standard, the actions of the re-
gime must be classified as
genocide.

“This is a significant mile-
stone for the cause of the
Rohingya,” said Ahmed
Ramadan, Executive Director
of Burma Task Force Canada.
“This official declaration of
genocide reflects the Cana-
dian government’s forward-
thinking leadership on this is-
sue when so many others have
dragged their feet. Working
with the Canadian government
on this issue has been an hon-
our and humbling, and I’ve
seen real concern reflected in
their dedication, from the over
$300 mi l l i on they have
pledged to the targeted sanc-
tions they’ve placed, to now
declaring it the ultimate crime,
genocide. Sincere and huge
thanks go out to Prime Minis-

ter Justin Trudeau, MPs Iqra
Khalid, Omar Aighabra, Gary
Anandasangaree, Minister
Freeland, the Honourable Bob
Rae, and many more that have
shown genuine concern, lead-
ership, and commitment.”

“This is a major break-
through for the Rohingya peo-
ple,” Ramadan added.

Burma Task Force is the
only organization dedicated
full-time to ending the geno-
cide in Burma. Founded in
2012, it advocates for the
Rohingya in the media, gov-
ernment, and civil society or-
ganizations, pushing for a
genuine resolution that would
restore citizenship to the
Rohingya and allow for a safe
return to their ancestral home-
lands. “This is a tremendous
achievement. It is the fruit of
tireless work of countless

Continued from Page 1.

Genocide in Burma friends of the Rohingya the
world over,” said Abdul Malik
Mujahid, Chair of Burma Task
Force USA. “It is a great step,
but we must not become com-
placent. The U.S. government
should follow Canada’s lead in
declaring this catastrophe a
genocide so that, finally, jus-
tice and a humane future can
be secured for the Rohingya.”

“We thank Canada and
Canadians for their leadership
to end the genocide, but it
d o e s n ’ t e n d y e t , ” s a i d
Saifullah Rohin, Director of
the Canadian Rohingya De-
velopment Initiative. “Now,
we call on Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau and Minister
Freeland to call an emergency
meeting of concerned govern-
ments and leaders to explore
concrete measures designed
to end the ongoing genocide
and other protection mecha-
nisms — with or without Se-
curity Council consensus.”

ditionally been unhappy with
any system which brings
judgements against them. The
current administration is
pressing for a structure that
favours the USA.

The USA has blocked ap-
pointments to the dispute-set-
tlement body, which has been
reduced from its normal seven
members to the three required
as a minimum to hear an ap-
peal.

Without new appointments,
the system will collapse, as
two judges are scheduled to
leave by the end of 2019.

The WTO works on the
basis of consensus among its
164 members, each of which
has a veto. Consequently, few
reforms have succeeded.
Among those making little, if
any, progress are talks on cut-
ting agricultural subsidies and
discussion on liberalizing trade
in services.

President Trump has raised
additional thorny problems,
including the power of WTO
judges, China’s trading prac-
tices, and criteria for “devel-
oping economies” (which are
granted special treatment.

Sanctions Against Russia
In August, to comply with

US sanctions, Crédit Suisse,
one of Switzerland’s largest
banks, froze roughly 5 billion
Swiss francs ($5 billion) of
money linked to Russia.

The move reflects wide-
spread concern among banks
about reprisals by Washington
for working with targeted Rus-
sian individuals and entities.

For Russia’s elite, such
measures could close an im-
portant source for finances, as
well as closing a safe haven
for billions of rubles of their
wealth.

“Crédit Suisse works with
international regulators wher-
ever it does business to en-

sure compliance with sanc-
tions, including compliance
with sanctions involving Rus-
sia,” according to a repre-
sentative of the bank, clearly
vitiating the concept of neu-
trality.

Popular with wealthy Rus-
sians and other plutocrats for
its tradition of bank secrecy
and political stability, Switzer-
land has become one of the
most important destinations
for money leaving Russia.
Roughly $6.2 billion, or 14%
of total Russian outflows,
went to Switzerland in 2017
— almost three times as much
as went to the United States,
according to Russian central

bank data.
The latest round of sanc-

tions against Russia was an-
nounced in April by the US, in
pursuit of one of America’s
favourite tactics against its
adversaries.

The banks of nominally
neutral Switzerland, like oth-
ers around the world, comply
with US sanctions because of
fear of becoming targets for
American hostility.

A few days before the
Crédit Suisse action, the US
Department of the Treasury
added two entities and two
Russian individuals to the list
of those sanctioned under
American law.

Cuba Is Amending Its
Constitution

Canadian commercial, me-
dia has largely ignored it, but
Cuba is engaged in changing
its constitution.

The new provisions would
include changes to the presi-
dency. These would include
the creation of the post of
prime minister as head of gov-
ernment, with the president
serving as head of state.
There would be age and term
limits on the president.

The constitutional changes
will recognize and make legal
private businesses, with pri-
vate ownership of the ma-
chinery and tools required.
This will officially recognize
the widespread reality.

The constitution will also
define marriage as the union
of two people, thereby allow-
ing same-sex marriages.

According to an article in
the Winnipeg Free Press on
September 23, reprinted from
the Miami Herald, this provi-
sion has provoked strong op-
position from Catholic and
Evangelical church leaders, as
well as Baptists and Method-
ists.

The law has been formu-
lated, and passed by the Cu-

ban parliament. Now it has
been published for popular dis-
cussion, during which changes
may be introduced. It will be
put to a referenda in 2019.

Following historical prec-
edent, opponents of same sex
marriage are appealing to na-
tionalist sentiment, claiming
that the act is foreign to Cu-
ban culture, is cultural impe-
rialism, and is ideological co-
lonialism. They claim that gay
marriage is being recognized
under pressure from the
United Nations and other in-
ternational organizations in
exchange for their aid to
Cuba.

Among members of the
LGBTTQ community, most of
whom see the provision as
desirable, opponents of the
government oppose the pro-
posed constitution because it
retains the leading role of the
Communist Party. They ques-
tion the motives of the govern-
ment, and say that the govern-
ment has introduced gay mar-
riage into the constitution for
the express purpose of divert-
ing people away from criticism
of other aspects of the draft
constitution.

Hungary
Sanctioned

In a rare move, politicians
in the European Union voted
to launch an action against
Hungary, possibly leading to a
suspension of Hungary’s EU

voting rights. The EU parlia-
ment charges that Hungary’s
government is undermining the
bloc’s democratic values and
rule of law.

Hungary’s government
called the vote fraudulent, and
said it would appeal
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SEE US ON THE WEB!
AUUC (National)
auuc.ca
Edmonton AUUC, Trembita Ensemble
www.ukrainiancentre-edm.ca
Regina AUUC, Poltava Ensemble

   http://www.poltava.ca/
Taras Shevchenko Museum:
www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum
Vancouver AUUC
http://www.auucvancouver.ca/
Winnipeg AUUC
http://ult-wpg.ca/
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COMMENTARY

A Cause for Concern
AN EDITORIAL by WILFRED SZCZESNY

Ontario: Thoughts on Ford’s Actions
A bully was elected in On-

tario, and a tyrant was thereby
empowered.

Of course, there are other
views, such as the opinion
expressed by Rick Salutin in
the Toronto Star on Septem-
ber 14. Mr. Salutin wrote:

“... Doug is a shell of a per-
son motivated mainly by re-
sentments over perceived
slights from snooty downtown
leftists who, he said this week,
couldn’t hold down a job in the
private sector.

“He, au contraire, quit Hum-
ber college after two months,
put on a suit, and went to work
at, er,  Dad’s company. A
model for us all. This may
actually be his upside. He’s
less an aspiring despot than a
nasty little man running on
payback.”

Whether an aspiring despot
or not, barely three months in
place, the government of On-
tario, under his leadership has
lost at least two court cases
(Tesla and Bill 5), is engaged
in a number of others (basic
incomes project, sex ed, part
time and contract work task
force) , and seems to be
headed to court on still more
(cap and trade). These are all
the result of ill-conceived,
hastily launched efforts to leg-
islate the Ford agenda.

As this was being written,
Premier Doug Ford of On-
tario was preparing for a mid-
night start to an all-night ses-
sion of the legislature in the
earliest hours of a Monday.
This follows an unusual Sat-
urday session during which he
was unable to coerce the New
Democrats, the official oppo-
sition in Ontario’s Provincial
Parliament, into giving him
unanimous consent to pass a
particular piece of legislation.

The law he was trying so
hard to enact was Bill 31, the
Efficient Local Government
Act, through which he hoped
to resort to Section 33 (the
“notwithstanding clause’) of
the constitution of Canada, to
circumvent a ruling by Supe-
rior Court Justice Edward
Belababa.

The ruling was against Bill
5, the Better Local Govern-
ment Act, a law which sought,
in the midst of the municipal

election campaign, to cut the
number of city councillors
from 47 to 25. The court ruled
that the timing of Bill 5, which
was otherwise within the le-
gal powers of Provincial Par-
liament, violated the rights of
candidates and voters under
the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms.

Premier Ford reacted with
a dual response. On the one
hand, the government decided
to appeal the court’s ruling; on
the other the government in-
troduced Bill 31, because all
the available appeals (possi-
bly all the way up to the Su-
preme Court) could take years
to be decided.

Doug Ford’s arguments in
support of Bill 5 and his sub-
sequent actions, parroted by
his supporters, are varied, par-
ticularly in their flaws.

First, he argues that most
experts agree that Bill 5 was
within his powers. Actually, all
experts agree that Bill 5 was
well within the powers of the
province. Most of them also
agree (though they might
phrase it differently) that en-
acting Bill 5 in the midst of the
election campaign was a high-
handed and disruptive attack
on the city, reflecting the Pre-
mier’s personal biases more
than any sensible public policy
objectives.

Second, he argues (as do
pretty much all elected gov-
ernments) that he has a man-
date to take such drastic ac-
tion, because millions of peo-
ple voted for him.

The voter turnout at the
election was relatively high, at
about 58%. The Progressive
Conservatives got just over
40% of the votes cast. In
other words, of eligible voters,
only about 23% voted for the
PCs. Of the votes actually
cast, about 60% were against
the Progressive Conserva-
tives. Our first-past-the-post
system gave the PCs the ma-
jority of seats, but hardly an
overwhelming mandate.

Third, he argues that he
was elected, while the judge
was appointed. Again, while

this is true, it is irrelevant in a
number of ways, and reveals
either an ignorance of, or a
contempt for, Canada’s politi-
cal system. Judicial review of,
and judgement on, the acts of
governments, most experts
agree, is part of the checks
and balances which guarantee
democracy, by requiring that
those governments act within
the law.

Democracy as a practice is
not restricted, as so many in
the so-called Ford Nation
seem to think, to voting every
few years. Voters elect rep-
resentatives who are sup-
posed to govern on behalf of
us all, not dictators who rule
by personal whim on behalf of
themselves and their cronies.

Fourth, he argues that the
“notwithstanding clause” is
part of the Constitution and a
legitimate tool of provincial
governments. He has indi-
cated that he would not be
“shy” about using it again if
the courts ruled against him on
constitutional grounds.

This is the attitude that was
of concern to former Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney (who
said that Section 33 would
make the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms useless), for-
mer Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien, and other political
leaders from an earlier time.

That is why many people
are disappointed that Cabinet
members who have a special
relationship to questions of
law, like Ontario’s Attorney
General Caroline Mulroney,
have chosen publicly to sup-
port Premier Ford’s position.

Premier Ford’s actions will
have consequences. One can
not state with certainty what
the results will be. However,
some possibilities present
themselves.

In Ontario provincial elec-
tions will be held under diffi-
cult circumstances, without
the usual measures to guaran-
tee a well-run election. It can
be anticipated that there will
be errors, and Doug Ford, the
man who caused the prob-

(Continued on Page 8.)

Even before seeing the report by an external auditor
which, according to Ontario’s government, showed a pro-
vincial deficit billions of dollars higher than that claimed
by the last government, Premier Ford and his cabinet
were hard at work chopping the deficit by reducing the
social programs brought in by the previous Liberal gov-
ernment. The list of cuts in that period is long. The Basic
Incomes pilot project will end in March, 2019, a year
early. Provincial rebates for electric cars were curtailed,
but cancelled for Tesla buyers, a move the courts deemed
unlawful targeting. Energy efficiency programs were can-
celled and contracts for green energy were cancelled.
The cap-and-trade plan was cancelled, and with it the
funding it generated for environmental programs like ret-
rofitting homes and schools. Scheduled increases in ben-
efits to social assistance recipients were cut in half. A
scheduled raise in minimum wage to $15.00/hour has been
cancelled. A review of the province’s Indigenous cur-
riculum was stopped because it was ruled too expen-
sive. Experts were cut from four subcommittees of the
the Anti-Racist Directorate.

All of that, and more, was done before the specially
hired auditor’s report, supposedly showing an extra $5.6
billion on the deficit, was delivered.

Now, the government can claim that it has to cut pro-
gram spending because of the unexpected size of the
deficit. When Doug Ford was elected, Ontario was still
trying to emerge from the darkness of the Mike Harris
days,  when that Premier led a campaign against the poor.
Not only were institutions (including schools and hospi-
tals) left in desperate conditions but also a community
was devastated by illness and death caused by reckless
cuts to resources for water management.

Doug Ford is a pea out of the Mike Harris pod. Under
his guidance, the government can be expected to endan-
ger everyone’s health and safety in the drive to become
even more business friendly.

The rest of Canada should not be too complacent. Like
it or not, Ontario is a rather significant slice of the Cana-
dian pie. Dramatic changes in Ontario will affect the rest
of the country. Attacks on the working and living stand-
ards of people in Ontario will be copied from sea to sea
to sea.

Many people are supporting Premier Ford, as they sup-
ported Premier Harris. Many paid, and will pay, the price.
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Meeting of the AUUC
National Committee

(Continued from Page 1.)

The National Committee
marked the birthday of
Shirley Uhryn, who turned 75
on September 24.

During one of the breaks in thwe meeting, Treasurer Kathy
Schubert and National President Bob Seychuk (standing)
consult while Recording Secretary Debra Skrabek, NC Mem-
ber from Vancouver Dianna Kleparchuk, and Alternate Larry
Kleparchuk (given voice and vote in the absence of Past-
President Gerry Shmyr) look on.

— Photo: Vera Seychuk

is just another form of Pierre
Trudeau’s assimilationist
policy. This feeling is sus-
tained by the prime minister’s
perplexing relationships with
Indigenous Peoples.

Mr. Sinclair notes that Justin
Trudeau met with 20 First
Nations chiefs in Saskatch-
ewan, many of whom drove
for hours to see him. Prime
Minister Trudeau berated
them for taking too much time
by having too many speakers.
Mr. Trudeau said, “That is not
the spirit of reconciliation, of
the nation-to-nation relation-
ship we are supposed to
have...! I am really, really up-
set about this.”

“So are we, Justin,” Mr.
Sinclair concludes. “We have
seen this before.”

(Continued from Page 2.)

Like
Father,

Like Son

At Taras Shevchenko
Museum

It is a very busy time at the
Taras Shevchenko Museum,
with two large projects in the
works.

One of those projects is the
preparations for relocating the
Taras Shevchenko Museum to
the AUUC Cultural Centre,
just a few doors down the
street.

Before the move can take
place, major renovations have
to be made to ensure that the
building is a safe location for
the exhibits, and a suitable
work space for the staff. Fre-
quent meetings with the archi-
tect have been required to nail
down the details

For months, the job has been
to work with the architect to
get things right, and to get the
approvals from the owner re-
quired to make changes to the
building. Various inspections
and surveys had to be done,
such as a structural review

and a noxious substances sur-
vey, to establish that the build-
ing could withstand being re-
modelled and brought up to
code.

Without these preparations
the architect can not produce
a proper set of drawings to
check compliance with the
building code, which is re-
quired for a building permit.

Most of that phase is done.
Now the neighbours have to
be notified that work be done,
and their premises have to be
inspected in case of any dam-
age claims arising from the
work.

As some items have to be
ordered that require a long
lead time, The specifications
have to be verified, and any
special items (such as the fin-
ishes for the elevator) have to
be decided.

In cooperation with the ar-
chitect and the project man-

ager, specifications have to be
developed for tendering each
trade and supplier.

Fortunately, everything
seems to be proceeding on
schedule for the November 1
start of renovations.

While that is going on, the
other project is also under
way: preparations for the of-
ficial unveiling, on October 14,
of a major exhibition of con-
temporary Ukrainian art.

When the art works, in a
variety of media, in various
genres, and a range of sizes,
have arrived, the first imme-
diate job was to receive them,
inspect them, and catalogue
them.

That done, they must be
prepared for display. Proper
framing has to be ensured, as
well as secure arrangements
for hanging the pieces.

A plan for mounting them
on the wall is very important,
to result in an attractive dis-
play, with no unhappy acci-
dents. Until they are mounted,
they have to be stored in a
suitable place with proper con-

ditions. The decision is to dis-
play them all as one exhibition,
rather than treating them as
two exhibitions, which re-
quires extra careful planning.

A beautiful art book is be-
ing  prepared, a catalogue of
the exhibition, for art lovers to
buy.

The exhibition will be un-
veiled with a wine-and-cheese
reception. Advertising has to
be prepared and sent out, in-
cluding press releases, leaflets
and posters. Invitations to spe-
cial guests have to be sent as
well.

Wine-and-cheese recep-
tions require planning and
preparation. It helps that the
Museum has experience with
such events and can rely on
experienced volunteers to as-
sist with this task.

Suitable entertainment has
to be found and engaged, an
act that is appropriate for the
particular event.

Add some time for brows-
ing and socializing, then cross
your fingers in hopes that all
goes well.

ronto and Welland staging
events in October and No-
vember of this year.

The National Committee
also approved funding assist-
ance to the plans of AUUC
Ottawa Branch for a celebra-
tion of the AUUC centennial,
along with commemoration of
the centenary of the Winnipeg
general strike, with a two-part
event on June 2 and 9, 2019.

Of course, along with these
celebrations, there will be the
many local events which nor-
mally fill the calendars of
AUUC branches. The report
of the National Performing
Arts Committee presented an
invigorating and inspiring list
of events scheduled in the
coming season.

Building maintenance, like
the replacement of the roof at
the Edmonton hall and the fur-
nace in Regina, are a normal
part of life, but the AUUC is
presently involved in two reno-
vations that are far from rou-
tine.

One of these is the project
of making the Winnipeg Ukr-
ainian Labour Temple acces-

sible. This requires installation
of ramps and an elevator, as
well as changes to the wash-
rooms and mechanical and
electrical systems.

The National Committee
passed a motion supporting
discussions in AUUC Winni-
peg Branch proposing a fund-
raising campaign. In addition
to generating some funding for
the renovations, such a cam-
paign would allow people who
recognize the importance of
the hall to share in making it
an even more valuable com-
munity treasure.

The other major project of
this kind is the renovation of
the AUUC Cultural Centre in
Toronto, to bring it up to a
standard suitable for the Taras
Shevchenko Museum. Plan-
ning started in spring, and the
project is on schedule to start
the renovations on November
1, 2018. Barring unexpected
issues, the relocation of the
museum should be done in
May, 2019.

About ten years ago, the
AUUC was in a very difficult
situation. A committee was
established to study the op-

tions available to the AUUC
as it approached its centenary.
The Future Committee’s re-
port presented three options
(presented here without the
nuances which emerged in the
discussion): one — build the
Branches; two —continue in
the prevailing course until the
organization disappeared; and
three — donate the AUUC’s
assets to other institutions,
thereby creating an AUUC
legacy.

There appeared to be a
widespread belief that the
AUUC might not be able to
survive to its 100th anniver-
sary.

The Futures Committee,
and many in the leadership of
the AUUC, favoured the third
option, essentially planned dis-
solution. They were both sur-
prised and disappointed when
the AUUC National Conven-
tion which considered the re-
port chose instead to build the
Branches.

At this National Committee
meeting, the situation (consid-
ered as “succession”) had
changed to the extent that, in
his report, National President
Bob Seychuk could say, with
some hope, “Let us begin to
advance into our second 100
year centennial period with
enthusiasm and a desire to set
a direction for the National
AUUC which will resonate
with all members.”

Nevertheless, the underly-
ing problem which was the
main motivation for the posi-
tion of the Futures Committee
remains: the AUUC is still
struggling with the problem of
a declining membership. Thus,
a major focus of the National
Committee discussion was
how to build AUUC member-
ship.

The common belief held by
participants in the discussion
was that the AUUC, in its ear-

lier life as the Ukrainian La-
bour-Farmer Temple Associa-
tion, was so successful in the
1920s and ’30s because it
served the needs of its mem-
bers. Its declining membership
suggests that it does not now
meet the needs of potential
members. From that common
view, the discussion wandered
far afield, revealing a diver-
sity of approaches and views.

A proposal was put forward
to hire a professional facili-
tator to organize a study of the
issue. The National Commit-
tee was dissuaded from de-
ciding to pursue this course,
but it did direct the National
Executive Committee to study
the possibility of such a ses-
sion.

What the NC will be ready
to present to the National
Convention is still to be seen,
as is the solution the organi-
zation will find to the problem
of growth.

What is known now is that
the entire AUUC is deter-
mined to find that answer, and
will not stop searching until the
path to growth is uncovered.

“Succession” was also con-
sidered from another aspect.
Serious discussion was de-
voted to cadre renewal, not
only within the AUUC but also
in the associated institutions,
like Ivan Franko Manor and
Lesya Ukrainka Manor.

Particular attention was de-
voted to the need to ensure
that a replacement would be
available when the need arose
to replace the Editor-in-Chief.
The search for a suitable can-
didate, demanding enough by
the current requirements of
the job, is further complicated
by the t rans i t ion of the
Ukrainian Canadian Her-
ald to an on-line variant.

The National Committee
considered funding requests
from the Canadian Society for

Ukrainian Labour Studies, re-
lated to organizing and docu-
menting AUUC archives, and
from the Ivan Franko Mu-
seum, to provide funding for
rent and insurance.

Throughout the NC meet-
ing, there were moments of
levity, informal interactions,
and other distractions from
the intense consideration of
AUUC business. One such
moment was the celebration
of the 75th birthday of Shirley
Uhryn, NC member from Ed-
monton, complete with wine
(which Shirley generously pro-
vided), candle-adorned birth-
day cake, and a rendition of
“Happy Birthday to You”.

This report has by no means
referred to all the business
considered by the National
Committee. The Treasurer’s
Report and the Office Co-
ordinator’s Report are just
two of the additional items of
business which this account of
the meeting has omitted.

Perhaps the main takeaway
is that the AUUC National
Committee, in its two-day
gathering, deals with  many

(Continued on Page 8.)



Dear Friends,
As we reflect on 100 years of

Ukrainian Canadian culture
and social activism, we honour
the past, embrace the present,
and look to the future.

Winnipeg Branch, AUUC

Here’s to a century of cultural
and communal dedication and
commitment to the vision of a
better world. Greetings to all.

Bob Kisilevich

Warm greetings from Branch
#2 to the whole AUUC on the
special occasion of our 100th
anniversary. May we have many
more years to celebrate!

AUUC and 100 years! so much
rich history to celebrate and
so much more yet to come!
Happiness and good health to
all our friends!

AUUC Edmonton BranchA centennial salute to all the
fine people whom I have met
through my participation in the
activity of the Association of
United Ukrainian Canadians.

Wilfred Szczesny

The members of the
Federation of Russian
Canadians of Ontario

congratulate the members of the
Association of United Ukrainian

Canadians
on your 100th anniversary.

It’s been a fabulous hundred
years, building a magnificent
AUUC legacy! We look forward
to the next hundred, with more
AUUC contributions to social
and cultural life in Canada.

AUUC Toronto Branch

Summer Dance Camp of
Poltava School in Regina

Eighteen students from the Poltava School of Ukrainian Performing Arts, with teachers and
demonstrators, participated in a weekend Summer Dance Camp.

In journals provided for the purpose, the dancers reflected
on what they had learned and their daily goals.

The daily program included team sports.

On the weekend of July 13,
eighteen Lileya and Pre-
Poltava students of the
Poltava School of Ukrainian
Performing Arts participated
in the school’s first Summer
Dance Camp.

Throughout the three–day–
long camp, the students spent
each morning learning, and
refining their skills in the ar-
eas of ballet barre, character
barre, and centre and corner
work, and exploring new
Ukrainian choreography.

Apart from dancing, the stu-
dents spent time learning
about the geography, lan-
guage, culture and customs of
Ukraine.

The afternoons were spent
at Wascana Park, where the
students worked on their fit-
ness and flexibility with guest
instructors Brett Matlock (fit-
ness), and Jill Bullock (yoga).

Additionally, the students
were given journals in which
to reflect on their learning and
goals each day as they re-
laxed in the sun.

Organized games, in which
the students participated and
competed in teams, was how
they finished off the days.

The evenings were filled
with a movie night for the stu-
dents on Saturday, and a bar-
becue for them and their fami-
lies on Sunday to celebrate a
great weekend!

We would like to thank all
those that helped organize this
event, as well as the many
Poltava Ensemble dancers
who helped teach and demon-
strate throughout the week-
end.

— Emery Millette

— Story photos:Emery Millette

JoKe TiMe

I thought I would flirt with
my pretty seatmate on the
plane. I asked, “Does the air-
line charge you extra for sit-
ting next to good-looking
men?”

“Yes,” she answered, “but
I wasn’t willing to pay.”

* * *

An elderly man visited the
doctor for a check-up. “Mr.
Smith, you’re in great shape,”
said the doctor afterward.
“How do you do it?” 

“Well,” said Mr. Smith, “I
don’t drink, I don’t smoke,
and the good Lord looks out
for me. For weeks now, every
time I go to the bathroom in
the middle of the night, he
turns the light on for me.” 

After the check-up, the doc-
tor told the man’s wife what
he had  said.

“Well,” she told the doctor,
“He does try t look after him-
self, And now I have confir-
mation who is peeing in the
fridge at night.”
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Back in the summer of
2015, the AUUC Poltava En-
semble travelled to Portugal to
participate in the 30th annual
folk festival FolkMonção –
The World to Dance. It was a
wonderful tour that created
many memories and lasting
friendships. It also showcased
the amazing talents of the
Poltava Ensemble on an inter-
national stage, where we
heard comments like, “Poltava
is one of the best performing
groups in the world.” The
Poltava performers returned
home a proud and happy
bunch, having represented
Regina, Canada, and the
AUUC in such a memorable
way.

While it is exciting to be in-
vited to such a prestigious fes-
tival, it is a definite honour to
be invited back.

Talks began in 2017, with
invitations for not only an en-
core tour of Portugal with
FolkMonção, but also of Spain
with the Spanish festival
Xornadas de Folclore.

This would more than dou-
ble the length of our previous
tour, but with the experience
of 2015 still fresh in our minds,
and 2018 being the 100th an-
niversary of the Association of
United Ukrainian Canadians,
it wasn’t long before we had
commitments from our per-
formers, and flights were
booked.

The easy part of a European

tour is accepting the invita-
tion. Decidedly more difficult
is choreographing dances and
music for shows of 7 minutes,
and 12 minutes, and 20 min-
utes, with multiple costume
changes and stage layouts, all
of which will be outdoors.

At the Mosaic after–party
in early June, where Lisa
Wanner, our Dance Director,
would normally say “see eve-
ryone in September”, this time
it was “see everyone on
Wednesday!”

L i s a a n d h e r m o m ,
Poltava’s Artistic Coordinator
Zoya Shmyr, needed to decide
which dances to perform and
then, with help from Vlad
Osatiuk, our Orchestral Direc-
tor, tailor them to the durations
requested by the festivals.

Lisa would then teach the
new repertoire to the dancers,
and even perform in several
of the dances herself. Won-
der woman. Seriously.

Speaking of our orchestra,
Poltava is immensely proud of
its musicians and its history of
always being accompanied by
live orchestral music. We
would not have been invited
on this tour without our musi-
cians, who dedicated many
hours to rehearsing through-
out the summer, and many
days and even weeks to the
tour itself.

To add even more to the
preparations, Vlad was asked
to lead an international or-

chestra, of his choosing, at the
closing performance gala in
Portugal. A great honour for
our young conductor.

The festival organizers,
Boaventura Rodrigues in Por-
tugal and Julio Fernandez in
Spain, and their amazing as-
sistants and guides, would look
after virtually everything we
could need once we arrived in
Europe.

Poltava, however, would be
responsible for costs associ-
ated with flights, transporting
costumes, renting musical in-
struments, etc., so fundraising
efforts began in earnest as
soon as the invitations were
accepted. We held hot dog
sales and fitness classes, sold
flowers and candy and 50/50
tickets, ran a bar, painted
Easter eggs, held Christmas
wreath workshops and grate-
fully accepted donations.

Soon it was July 27, and
time to count the noses of the
48 travellers and the 120
pieces of associated luggage.
All those costumes are heavy
and expensive to fly!

After experiencing minor
delays with the still modern
miracle of traversing the At-
lantic Ocean in an aluminium
tube, we arrived in Porto, Por-
tugal, to a warm welcome
from our old friend, and guide
from 2015, Xavier Rodrigues.

A short bus ride later we
were in Monção, and settling

in to our familiar accommoda-
tions in the school dorms.
Soon we were making friends
and communicating – via the
true international languages of
Facebook and Instagram –
with the groups from Spain,
Tahi t i , Colombia , South
Africa, Argentina, Belarus,
Buryatia and Portugal.

Our daily schedule for each
festival meant having most of
the day open for rehearsing,
sightseeing, shopping and re-
laxing.

The relaxing part was es-
pecially appreciated, because
not long after our arrival in
Portugal, Europe was hit with
a massive heat wave. The
daytime temperatures were
often 40 degrees or more,
which meant that finding a
pool or even a garden hose
was a priority. Our only es-

 Poltava Ensemble in Europe

The AUUC Poltava Ensemble performed in Portugal with groups from Spain, Tahiti,
Colombia, South Africa, Argentina, Belarus, Buryatia, and Portugal.

— Photo: Mark Greschner

cape was the air-conditioned
bus that would take us to a
n e w l o c a t i o n f o r e a c h
evening’s performance.

It was great adventure to
experience all of the different
cities and towns and villages,
each with its own history, in-
credible churches and Roman
bridges. And each perform-
ance had its own feel, some a
cosy, small, intimate venue
and audience, and others with
bright lights, journalists and
thousands of noisy fans.

Regardless of the stage or
the crowd, the process was
the same for our group and the
others. The musicians would
occupy the rear of the stage
and set up quickly, while the
emcees introduced and spoke
of the group to fill the time.

When the all-set was given,

The Poltava Ensemble appeared in Spain (as in the photo above) as well as in Portugal.

— Photo: Mark Greschner

As usual, the Poltava Orchestra, shown on stage in Spain, accompanied all the dances.

— Photo: Kelly  Munce

Drake Greschner and Dan  Hebert danced in “Dziubalyky”.

— Photo: Kelly Munce

Emery Millette was a soloist in “Palekh Box”.

— Photo: Mark Greschner

Dmitri Bohach, Luke Melenchuk, and Braden Bidyk, with
female dancers are shown in “Palekh Box”.

— Photo: Mark Greschner

Open Monday-Wdnesday, Friday:
10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Thursday: noon — 7:00 p.m.
Weekends and Holidays byAppointment

(Continued on Page 12.)
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Walter Shura Prychodko,
aged 79 years, passed away
at Extendicare Oakview
Place on Sunday, September
2, 2018.

Walter was born in Dau-
phin, Manitoba, and moved to
Winnipeg at the age of five.
He attended David Living-
stone, Aberdeen, and Tec Voc
High School. In 1958, he at-
tended Manitoba Technical
Institute and received a cer-
tificate in Radio Operation.

Walter worked as a Radio
Operator for the Department
of Transport, and also as a
service technician for Picker
X-ray Corporation and Mani-
toba Hydro.

From 1965 to 1975, he
owned and operated Trend
Transistor Sales & Services at
Portage and Furby. From 1975
to 2000 he owned and oper-
ated Olympic Billiards & Ar-
cade, and also opened Dairy
Dell Restaurant & Ice Cream
Shop from 1991 to 2000.

As a musician himself,
(Walter was the accordion
accompanist for the Bandurist
Choir of the AUUC in Winni-
peg), he opened up the sec-
ond floor of the building to lo-
cal bands for practice/jam

lems, will blame not only the
parliamentary opposition, but
also  the hired help. This in-
cludes City Clerk Ulli Watkiss,
who has had double work, pre-
paring for either of two possi-
ble elections.

  Concerning Section 33, at
the very least there will be
much discussion of the need
to eliminate it or amend it. If
Premier Ford carries through
with impunity on his threat to
use it whenever the courts
overturn him on constitutional
grounds (and there is reason
to believe he will), other pro-
vincial leaders will adopt the
same attitude. The Charter of
Rights and Freedoms will in-
deed become useless, as Sec-
tion 33 overrides become
common. The erosion of
rights will become intolerable.

Removing or amending Sec-
tion 33 will not be easy, be-
cause the reasons for its
adoption have not vanished.
An amendment restricting its
use is not out of the question.

Premier Ford’s overreach-
ing application of the parlia-
mentary majority, the result of
the first-past-the-post elec-
toral system, may lead to
greater support for a change.
In such an event, the big par-
ties, and the institutions which
support them, can be expected
to opt for a system, like

ranked ballots, protecting their
own privileged positions,
while opposing systems like
proportional representation,
which better enable the emer-
gence and representation of
smaller political parties.

Toronto is the fourth larg-
est government in the coun-
try. Premier Ford hopes to
control it by reducing the
number of those who oppose
his policies. This would make
it easier for him to apply his
anti-worker, pro-business
agenda. This could lead to
more interest in a special sta-
tus for the city. However,
change is unlikely, as the city
has few levers to apply, short
of radical action (for which
the required sort of leadership
is unlikely) to induce move-
ment.

(It’s somewhat interesting
that the opposition to Premier
Ford’s attack on Toronto has
not appealed to the City of
Toronto Act, which specifi-
cally addresses this situation.)

The people who urge, “Let
Ford get on with it,” are tak-
ing a very narrow, short-
sighted position. Over time,
they too will find their com-
fortable world disturbed.
Many of them will just dig
deeper into their foxholes, but
others will seek a change. It
is to be hoped that the result
will be a brief political life for

Mr. Ford.
After this article was writ-

ten, the courts stayed the de-
cision by Superior Court Jus-
tice Edward Belababa. They
ruled that Bill 5, however ill-
advised and disruptive, was
probably not unconstitutional;
it did not infringe on anyone’s
constitutional rights.

The act of staying, instead
o f r e v e r s i n g , J u s t i c e
Belababa’s decision effec-
tively left the provincial gov-
ernment’s appeal on the table,
preventing a delay by an ap-
peal by the city, and allowing
Bill 5 to come into effect.

Because fur ther de lay
would have brought into ques-
tion the holding of the election
in Toronto (at least, so it
seemed), the appeal court did
not rule against Bill 5 on other
grounds.

The government of Ontario
promptly ceased work on Bill
31, and ordered Toronto to
proceed with the election of a
25-seat council.

The city, also concerned
about the possibility of not
being able to hold the election,
decided not to take further
action at this time. A two-day
nomination period was set,
and so was a shortened ad-
vance poll period.

It is not known what com-
pensation, if any, dropout can-
didates will get for their costs.
.

(Continued from Page 4.)

Ontario: Thoughts on Ford’s Actions

Marshal Nay  of Edmonton,
Alberta,  passed away on
Wednesday, September 5,
2018, at the age of 94 years.

Marshall was born on a
farm north of Mundare, Al-
berta, in 1924, and was a third-
generation Ukrainian Cana-
dian. He spent his childhood
and adolescence in Hilliard,
Alberta, where he learned
how to farm.

Marshall went to school in
Hilliard, except for one year
of Grade 12 at the Victoria
High School in Edmonton.

In his early years he played
saxophone in a number of lo-
cal dance orchestras and, dur-
ing the last three years of
World War II, in the military
brass band in the Canadian
Officers Training Corps at the
University.

In 1942, he enrolled in an
Honours Chemistry program
at the University of Alberta.
After obtaining a Bachelor of
Science degree, he earned
both a Master’s and Doctor-
ate in chemistry, and a Bach-
elor of Education degree.

In 1960, Marshall became
a Professor at the University
of Alberta, where he spent 29
years. In recognition of his
contribution to science educa-
tion in Alberta, Marshall was
honoured with a number of
distinguished service citations
and achievement awards.

Marshall retired in 1986
with the ti t le “Professor
Emeritus” of the University of
Alberta.

Upon retirement, he be-
came heavily involved in the
Ukrainian Canadian commu-
nity. He was a member of the
Association of United Ukrain-
ian Canadians (AUUC) and
held leadership positions in this
organization at the local, pro-
vincial and national levels.

He was a member for many
years of the local Workers
Benevolent Association, a
Senior Citizens’ Club, and the
Canadian Society for Ukrain-
ian Labour Research.

He was a founding member
of the Alberta Ukrainian Her-
itage Foundation, was a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors,
and held several key positions
including Chief Executive Of-

ficer.
Marshall was also a mem-

ber of the Alberta Ukrainian
Pioneer Association, and a
representative on the Ukrain-
ian Cultural Heritage Village
Advisory Board of the Minis-
try of Community Develop-
ment.

During retirement, Marshall
became an “amateur historian’
of the Ukrainian presence in
Canada. Many of his articles
about this community were
published. His book, Trail-
blazers of Ukrainian Emi-
gration to Canada: Wasyl
Eleniak and Ivan Pylypow,
about the first two authenti-
cated Ukrainians to come to
Canada in 1891, was pub-
lished in 1997.

He was the editor of, and
contributor to, the book The
Unforgettable Myros!av
Irchan, published in 1998.

Marshall was a go-getter,
an ambitious person, always
reaching for new objectives in
life. His credo was that he had
but one life to live and that he
was going to live it to the full-
est extent possible.

Marshall is survived by: his
wife of 63 years, Elizabeth
(Liz); sons David (Mansa) of
Edmonton and Brian (Julie) of
Seattle; daughter Roxanne
(Don) Scott of Vancouver;
granddaughters Audryana and
Peyton of Seattle; brother-in-
l a w B r u c e R a t t r a y o f
Chilliwack, B.C.; nieces and
nephews; and numerous cous-
ins and friends.

Marshall was predeceased
by his parents John and Anna
Nay; and sisters Elizabeth
(Harald) Lefsrud and Julia
(Peter) Chilibeck.

A celebration of the life of
Marshall Nay was scheduled
for September 29.

Marshall Nay

Marshall Nay
1924 – 2018

Walter Shura Prychodko
1939 – 2018

space, and acted as landlord
until 2012, when he finally re-
tired.

Walter is survived by Rose-
mary, his wife of 56 years;
daugh te r Jan ice Diduck
(Ryan); granddaughter Syd-
ney Diduck; son Walter Jr.
(Geraldine) ; s is ter Zoya
Osipova (Oleg); niece Sasha;
one remaining sister-in-law,
and several members of his
extended family. He was
predeceased by his parents
Walter and Zena; grandpar-
ents Averkij and Pelagia
Morawski; uncles, aunts and
several members of his ex-
tended family.

As Walter wished, there
was no funeral service. A pri-
vate family celebration of
Walter’s life will take place at
a later date.

Walter Shura
Prychodko

matters, most of them requir-
ing more than a cursory men-
tion. NC discussions are  frank
and full, usually resulting (as
was the case this time) in a
fruitful meeting.

— Wilfred Szczesny

NC–AUUC
(Continued from Page 5.)

Trump Sells Soybeans
President Trump bragged

about his July deal with Euro-
pean Commission President
Jean-Claude Juncker, who has
promised to buy more US
soybeans in exchange for no
increased tariffs on European
vehicles. He also crowed that
they will be buying vast
amounts of LNG [liquefied
natural gas].

Republ ican lawmakers
praised the deal. For example,
Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH)
was optimistic. “It’s going to
help defuse some of the con-
cern out there, not only in
farm country but in our
economy generally,” he said.

Experts had doubts.
An EU official called the

LNG and soybean pledge “a
bit of a stunt”, in which you
give something without giving
anything.

There are no subsidies,
trade taxes or quotas on
soybeans in the EU. Private

farmers decide whether to
buy more soybeans or not.

Paul Donovan, chief econo-
mist at UBS Global Wealth
Management, said that,. “The
real winner here would ap-
pear to be the European Un-
ion. The US auto tax threat
was reversed in exchange for
nothing that means any-
thing.”

LNG exports may increase
at first, given the slowdown in
European production. How-
ever, Europe can purchase

Russian gas at a lower price,
so US companies that do ex-
port to Europe may end up los-
ing money.

US soybean prices were
hit hard by rump’s trade war
with China. In response to US
tariffs, China imposed tariffs
on US soybeans. US soybean
prices dropped to a 10-year
low.

As China moved its pur-
chases to Brazil, the rest of
the world turned to the USA.

So, President Trump gave
up car tariffs, and got either
nothing or only what was
coming without the deal.
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Ukrainian Miscellany

Widely reported on August
31 was the assassination in a
cafe in Donetsk of Alexander
Zakharchenko, the President
of Ukraine’s  breakaway
Donetsk People’s Republic.
His death was confirmed by
officials of the DPR, as well
as the SBU, Ukraine’s secu-
rity service.

The blast which killed Mr.
Zakharchenko also inflicted
serious injuries on other peo-
ple at his table. President
Zakharchenko frequently ate
at that cafe, allowing the ex-
plosives to be placed in expec-
tation of his attendance

President Zakharchenko is
the most senior of a several
separatist field commanders
and officials who have fallen
victim to violent deaths since
a 2015 peace deal failed to
end the conflict in Ukraine’s
eastern oblasts (provinces).

Since this most recent kill-
ing, speculation has been rife
about the perpetrators, and
accusations aplenty have
flown about.

One thought is that the at-
tack may have been done by

DPR President
Assassinated

the same people who mur-
dered Arsen Pavlov and
Mikhail Tolstykh, command-
ers who were assassinated in
explosions in 2016 and 2017. 

Local security forces put
Donetsk on lock down, block-
ing all movement into and out
of the self-proclaimed repub-
lic, and conducted a manhunt
for suspected perpetrators.
Several suspects were de-
tained in Donetsk, and it was
charged that the murder was
carried out by Ukrainian sabo-
teurs.

The murder has been called
a terrorist attack, as Russian
officials accused  Ukraine of
carrying out the assassi-
nation. Russia’s Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Maria
Zakharova said, “We have
every reason to believe that
the regime in Kyiv is behind
his murder. She also said that
the assassination was “wors-
ening the situation in the
region that is complicated
enough,” suggesting a possi-
ble escalation of fighting.

Denying any Ukrainian, in-
volvement, Olena Gitlyanska,

an SBU spokesperson, attrib-
uted the attack to “internal
conflicts” within the region.

Igor Guskov, SBU chief of
staff, said on  Ukrainian  tel-
evision that he believed Rus-
sia may have been involved in
the killing, and speculated
about possible motives. The
most probable motive for the
SBU’s blaming Russia is a
general policy to always say,
“The Russians did it.”

The Interfax news agency
quoted Mr. Guskov as saying,
“We are not excluding the pos-
sibility of Russian law enforce-
ment services attempting to
eliminate a notorious figure
which, according to our infor-
mation, was getting in the way
and became redundant.”

Mr. Zakharchenko, 42, be-
came the leader of the DPR
after fighting against  Ukrain-
ian  government forces in the
war that broke out four years
ago. 

He became the President of
the DPR by winning by a land-
slide in an election, con-
demned by the European Un-
ion as “illegal and illegiti-
mate”. 

Prior to that he was the
head of the cabinet of the re-
gion, the equivalent of a Prime
Minister. 

Report on Health Care
Marking her second anni-

versary as Ukraine’s acting
Minister of Health, Dr. Ulana
Suprun reviewed the state of
reforms in Ukraine’s health-
care sector during her tenure.
Resorting to obligatory anti-
Soviet jargon, Dr. Suprun said
that her team had been “...de-
veloping a strategy for trans-
forming the outdated Soviet
system into an effective mod-
ern health care in line with
internationally recognized
standards and making prog-
ress towards a civi l ized
world.”

Dr. Suprun noted the intro-
duction of “a simple model
based on the world’s best
health services, where pa-
t ients can freely choose
(their) own family doctors,
general practitioners, or pae-
diatricians and have unre-
stricted access to all primary
care services included in a
clearly defined, state guaran-
teed benefit package.”

According to Dr. Suprun,
“To date, more than 17 million
Ukrainians have already cho-
sen their own doctors.”

She said that, “We have
started paying for the actual
medical services provided to
patients under the agreements
with the National Health Serv-
ice of Ukraine (NHSU), in-
stead of simply maintaining
health facilities.

Hospitals will be paid on a
fee-for-service basis.  Dr.
Suprun said that, “The Na-
tional Health Service of Ukr-
aine (NHSU) will pay hospi-
tals for the actual treatment
of ill patients”, on the basis of
a “clearly defined list of serv-
ices to be provided to all citi-
zens free of charge”.

A source of pride is that,

“We have initiated the imple-
mentation of internationally
recognized diagnosis and
treatment protocols.”

Changes in the procedures
for ordering medicines have
“allowed us to purchase twice
as many medicines for cer-
tain government programs
with the same amount of
money as paid in previous
years,” Dr. Suprun reported.

Cardiovascular diseases
constitute the leading cause of
premature deaths in Ukraine.
Unlike Canada, which does
not include pharmacare in its
healthcare system, Ukraine
provides free-of-charge medi-
cines for cardiovascular dis-
eases under the Affordable
Medicines Program.

Ukraine now has sufficient
vaccines to ensure free vac-
cination of the population ac-
cording to recommended im-
munization schedules. Chil-
dren’s vaccinations are being
brought up to date, and at-risk
adults are being vaccinated. 

Emergency care is being
upgraded, with “new educa-
tion standards, the develop-
ment of an advanced dis-
patching system, IT infra-
structure, and the provision of
new equipment. Emergency
crews and medical teams will
complete retraining programs
developed in accordance with
relevant international stand-
ards and guidelines.”

Dr. Suprun said that, “This
whole time we have been try-
ing to improve the basic com-
ponen t s of the na t iona l
healthcare system to achieve
a step-by-step transformation
from the outdated Soviet sys-
tem, to a modern model based
on the world’s best prac-
tices.”

More on Ukraine’s Economy
Every month a variety of

sources provide additional in-
formation about Ukraine’s
burgeoning economy.

For example, in early Sep-
tember UNIAN carried a re-
port on trade between Ukr-
aine and Poland.

The report, citing Radio
Poland, said that, in the first
half of the year,  Ukraine sold
Poland goods worth USD 1.7
billion. Of Ukraine’s exports,
over 15% were ferrous met-
als and 12.5% were electric
machines.

In the whole of last year,
according to the report, trade
between the two countries to-
talled more than USD 6 bil-
lion, with Ukraine having a
trade deficit of  USD 700 mil-
lion with Poland.

A good source of encour-
aging statistics is Ukraine

Business News, which re-
ported that, “Sweden’s IKEA
has signed a lease for its first
store in Ukraine  — 4,000
square meters in the expan-
sion of Kyiv’s Ocean Mall
that opens in 2019.

 The report also said that
IKEA is negotiating with other
shopping centres across Ukr-
aine to open smaller stores.

Business News also said, at
the end of August, that the
State Statistics Service had
reported that real wages in
Ukraine in July grew 14.7%,
compared to a year earlier.

For the entire first half of
the year, the growth in real
wages, compared to the same
period in 1917, was 10%, ac-
cording to the Ministry on So-
cial Policy. Growth in nominal
wages was 24%

The average monthly nomi-

nal wage increased to UAH
9,170, or $327.

 The regions for the fastest
wage growth were: Lviv,
Ternopil, Ivano-Frankivsk,
Zhytomyr, and Kyiv. 

The report noted that Con-
corde Capital’s Evgeniya
Akhtyrko has attributed the
high growth rate of real wages
to “slowing inflation and a
continuing economic up-
surge.”

In mid-August, “UBN” said
that, according to the State
Statistics Service, Ukraine’s
economy grew by 3.6% in the
second quarter, representing
the tenth consecutive quarter
of growth. Exports of com-
modities,  which grew by
12.7% in the first half of this
year compared to the first half
of last year, was a significant
growth factor.

On August 16, the Ukrain-
ian office of the World Bank
announced that preparations
were being made to provide a
$650 million loan guarantee to
Ukraine, which would allow
the country to raise a possible
$800 million on the interna-
tional private market.

The measures, undertaken
at Ukraine’s request, has con-
ditions. One of these is the
“completion of all reform ac-
tions and the adequacy of the

WB Money for Ukraine
macroeconomic framework”.
This condition, apparently,
means that “it is critical to
enact the State-Owned Bank
Law (...) and the Resumption
of Credit Law (...), both of
which were approved by the
Verkhovna Rada  in July,
2018.”

Another condition on the
loan guarantee, a critical one,
is “for the authorities to reach
agreement on the Fourth Re-
view of Ukraine’s program

with the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF), without
which the proposed operation
will be unable to proceed.”

Ukraine needs the loan
guarantee from the World
Bank to raise the money it
needs to make payments com-
ing due on previous loans.

After providing some of the
money it promised to Ukraine,
the IMF has declined to make
additional payments because
it has not been satisfied with
Ukraine’s compliance with
IMF demands for a tougher
austerity regimen and  easier

rules on foreign penetration
into the Ukrainian economy,
including privatization of land
ownership.

In addition, the IMF is im-
posing its views on how to
fight corruption.

About a week after the
World Bank announcement, it
was reported that the USA
was providing additional funds
under a 2014 agreement and
“an additional agreement”. It
should come as no surprise
that the additional American
money is aimed at helping
Ukraine meet IMF demands.

The Manafort Connection
The ever-vigilant Ukrainian

authorities have launched an
investigation to determine
whether former state officials
paid Paul Manafort for Politi-
cal consulting work.

While investigating, they
have “opened criminal pro-
ceedings” against officials

who served during the presi-
dency of Viktor Yanukovich.

Bas ing themse lves on
documents released by a US
court, Ukrainian officials be-
lieve that at least six Ukrain-
ian oligarchs and politicians,
including four who held pub-
lic office during Yanukovych’s
term, paid a total of $65.9 mil-
lion to Manafort.

Three other cases related
to Manafort are also being in-
vestigated by the Prosecutor
General’s Office.

Ex-President Viktor Yanu-
kovych, overthrown in a west-
ern-orchestrated coup in Feb-
ruary, 2014 has been on trial
in absentia , charged with
high treason, complicity in an
aggressive war against Ukr-
aine, and complicity in pre-
meditated activities aimed at
altering Ukraine’s state bor-
ders. On August 16, prosecu-
tors asked the court to impose
a 15-year sentence.
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Remember your family and friends with a mes-
sage! We invite you to express seasonal greetings through
an ad in the Ukrainian Canadian Herald, either in the
December, 2018, or the January, 2019, issue. One line
(name and city) on two columns is only $10.00. A five-line
ad as shown is only $35.00. See the diagram on this
page for sizes. Larger ads are $5.00/col./cm.

Deadlines: November 10, 2018, for December, 2018.
December 10, 2018, for January, 2019.

Ukrainian Canadian
Herald

Season’s Greetings

SEASON’S GREETINGS MESSAGE
595 Pritchard Avenue,
Winnipeg MB R2W 2K4
Phone 1-800-856-8242, Fax: (210) 589-3404
e-mail: auuckobzar@mts.net

or: SEASON’S GREETINGS MESSAGE
1604 Bloor Street West
Toronto ON M6P 1A7
Phone : 416-588-1639 Fax: 416-588-9180
e-mail: kobzar2@aim.com

Please indicate the desired ad size:
$10.00 (One line: name and city only)
$20.00 (Two-line greeting — up to 10 words)
$25.00 (Three-line greeting — up to 15 words)
$30.00 (Four-line greeting — up to 20 words)
$35.00 (Five-line greeting — up to 25 words)
Other

Issue requested:
December issue (deadline November 10)
January issue (deadline December 10)

Greeting in: English Ukrainian

Request sent by:
Mail: Phone: Fax:
e-mail: Or in person:

Send your request to:

Name:
Address:
City: Prov.
Phone:      Fax:
e-mail:

MESSAGE:

Date: Signature:
Cheque enclosed
Invoice required Office receipt #

Name and city

Name and city (one line only) ......................... 10.00

(up to 25 words)............
.............................$35.00
.......................................
Five-line greeting .........
........................................

(up to 20 words)............................ $30.00
..........................................
Four Line Greeting................
..........................................

Name and city

Name and city

(up to 15 words) .............................. $25.00
..................................................................
Three-line greeting..................................

Two-line greeting...................................................
(up to 10 words) ................................................ $20.00

Name and city

Season’s Greeting
Ad sizes at Various Prices

The Winnipeg Festival
Choir recently bid a fond fare-
well to its conductor, Vasilina
Streltsov, who is leaving Win-
nipeg and going west to Van-
couver Island.

  Lina was born in Ukraine
and studied music in Kyiv and
Donetsk, graduating as a vo-
cal teacher and choir conduc-
tor.

When Lina was growing up
in a mountainous area in
Ukraine, her dream was to
play the piano. This didn’t hap-
pen but she pleaded with her
parents and they decided an
accordion would be more sus-
tainable and affordable.

She learned to play the ac-
cordion the normal way, but
always had the desire to play
the piano. Creatively, she put
her accordion on her lap and
got her sister to pull and push
the bellows. This made her
very happy!

Lina conducted choirs for
children and adults in Ukraine
and Israel.

After coming to Canada,
she immersed herself in the
music community and tradi-
tions of Winnipeg. She con-
ducted adult choirs — Ukr-
ainian, Russian, Jewish and
English-speaking — directed
children’s and young people’s
music and theatre ensembles,
and collaborated with many of
Winnipeg’s leading musicians
and composers.

Vasilina joined our Festival
Choir in 2008. Our choir was

On September 14, the Festival Choir of the AUUC Winnipeg
Branch enjoyed a luncheon to bid farewell to Vasilina Streltsov,
their conductor of many years, who is moving to Vancouver
Island in British Columbia.

AUUC Winnipeg Branch Executive met with Vasilina
Streltsov to thank her for her time with the Festival Choir. In
the phooto are (left to right) Tim Gordienko, Tusia Kozub, Kim
Boss, Glenn Michalchuk, Walter Mirosh, and Annis Kozub.

Farewell to Vasilina

Vasilina Streltsov

— Photo: Glorial Gordienko

— Photo: Walter Mirosh

— Photo: Walter Mirosh

her family here in Canada. She
loved us and we loved her.

Lina will be greatly missed
by her new-found family here

in Winnipeg, as she provided
a vibrant life to our choir as
well as to the Winnipeg musi-
cal community.

  You are AMAZING,   just 
AMAZING, LINA!

— Walter Mirosh

JoKe TiMe
Cecil finds himself at the

Pearly Gates, where St. Pe-
ter is trying to decide whether
to admit him.

“What have you done to
merit admission to this place?’
St. Peter asks Cecil.

Cecil says, “There is one
thing.  I saw a thug harassing
a young woman who was call-
ing for help. He was a big fel-
low, maybe six feet six, with
long, dirty hair, a motorcycle
jacket with a club logo, and a
knife that he was threatening
her with. I didn’t hesitate. I
pulled him away and told him
to leave her alone, or he’d
deal with me.”

“Very impressive,” says St.
Peter. “How long ago was
that?”

“About a minute.”
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AUUC NATIONAL OFFICE
National Executive Committee AUUC
595 Pritchard Avenue
Winnipeg MB  R2W 2K4
Phone: 800-856-8242 Fax: (204) 589-3404
E-mail: mail@auuckobzar.net Web site: auuc.ca

VANCOUVER BRANCH
Ukrainian Cultural Centre
805 East Pender Street
Vancouver BC V6A 1V9
Phone: (604) 254-3436 Fax: (604) 254-3436
E-mail: auucvancouver@telus.net
Website: www.auucvancouver.ca

CALGARY BRANCH
Ukrainian Cultural Centre
3316-28 Avenue SW
Calgary AB T3E 0R8
Phone: (403) 246-1231 
E-mail: Calgary hopak@shaw.ca

EDMONTON BRANCH
Ukrainian Centre
11018-97 Street
Edmonton AB T5H 2M9
Phone: (780) 424-2037 Fax: (780) 424-2013
E-mail:auucedm@telus.net

REGINA BRANCH
Ukrainian Cultural Centre
1809 Toronto Street
Regina SK S4P 1M7
Phone: (306) 522-1188 Web site: www.poltava.ca

WINNIPEG BRANCH
Ukrainian Labour Temple
591 Pritchard Avenue
Winnipeg MB R2W 2K4 ult-wpg.ca
Phone: (204) 582-9269 Fax: 589-3404
E-mail: auucwinnipeg@gmail.com

OTTAWA BRANCH
c/o Robert Seychuk
24 Attwood Crescent
Ottawa ON K2E 5A9
Phone: (613) 228-0990

TORONTO BRANCH
AUUC Cultural Centre
1604 Bloor Street West
Toronto ON M6P 1A7
Phone: 416-588-1639 Fax: 416-588-9180
E-mail: auuctorontobranch@gmail.com

WELLAND BRANCH
Ukrainian Labour Temple
342 Ontario Road
Welland ON L3B 5C5
Phone: (905) 732-5656

Join the AUUC community! Each
Branch has a unique schedule of
events and activities. To discover what
we have to offer, contact the AUUC in
your area:

JOIN US!

Why not renew your
 subcription now?

Who, What, When, Where
Edmonton — AUUC Edmonton Branch will start its

two-day celebration of the AUUC centennial with a banquet
at the Ukrainian Centre. 11018-97 Street, from 4:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. on Saturday, November 3. The program includes
the Trembita Choir, the Children’s Choir, Trembita Dancers,
and speakers.

* * *

Edmonton — AUUC Edmonton Branch will continue
its two-day celebration of the AUUC centennial with an
event at the Ukrainian Centre. 11018-97 Street, from 2:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 4. The program
includes the Notre Dame de Bananes Choir, a historical
presentation, and a discussion group.

* * *

Toronto — Taras Shevchenko Museum will unveil
Picturesque Ukraine: an Exhibition of Contemporary
Ukrainian Art with a wine and cheese reception at the
Taras Shevchenko Museum, 1614 Bloor Street West, at
2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 14.

* * *

Toronto — AUUC Toronto Branch will host a ban-
quet to mark the 100th anniversary of the AUUC and to say
goodbye to the AUUC Cultural Centre at the AUUC Cultural
Centre, 1604 Bloor Street West, on Sunday, October 28.
Doors open at noon, dinner catered by Baby Point Lounge at
12:30, program at 1:30 or 2:00 p.m. Admission for members
is free, others pay $20.00. Seating is limited — reservations
are a must. Call Nancy at 416-766-8895.

* * *

Welland — AUUC Welland Branch will mark the
centennial of the Association of United Ukrainian Cana-
dians, and honour Rudy Wasylenky, with a 100th Anni-
versary Concert/Banquet at the Ukrainian Labour Temple,
342 Ontario Road in Welland, on Sunday, October 21. The
concert, featuring the Beryozka Choir of the Federation of
Russian Canadians (Ontario), starts at 2:00 p.m., with a
traditional Ukrainian dinner served at 4:00 p.m.  Admis-
sion is $25.00/person. As seating is limited, you are advised
to reserve tickets as early as possible by calling Clara Babiy
at (905) 732-4716 in Welland, Lida Braun at (905) 834-4213
in Pt Colborne, or Rudy Wasylenky at (905) 332-9336 in
Burlington.

* * *

Readers of the Ukrainian Canadian Herald are in-
vited to submit items of interest to the progressive
Ukrainian Canadian community for free listing in this
column. The deadline for material is the 10th of the
month preceding the month of publication.

Happy
Birthday,
Friends!

The Vancouver AUUC
Senior Citizens Club wishes
a happy birthday to the cel-
ebrant of October.

Audrey Moysiuk
May you have good health,

happiness and a daily sense of
accomplishment as you go
through life.

The Edmonton AUUC
Senior Citizens Club wishes
a happy birthday to the cel-
ebrant of October.

Sherry Kapowski
May you have good health,

happiness and a daily sense of
accomplishment as you go
through life.

The Welland Shevchenko
Seniors extend a happy birth-
day wish to October cel-
ebrants:

Clara Babiy
Lorna Jonson
Janice Robins

Rudy Wasykenky
May the coming year bring

you all the best in health and
happiness!

The Toronto AUUC Sen-
ior Citizens Club extends
best birthday wishes to Sep-
tember celebrant

Helen Banville
May good health and happi-

ness be yours in the coming
year!

Get Your Subscription to the
Ukrainian Canadian Herald.

Complete the form below to enjoy eleven issues of this in-
formation-filled newspaper. Mail your request and payment
to: Kobzar Publishing Company, 595 Pritchard Avenue, Win-
nipeg MB, R2W 2K4. Please do not send cash in the mail.

Yes! I like what I have just read, and I want the next
eleven issues of the Ukrainian Canadian Herald. I have
enclosed a cheque or money order for $30.00 ($40.00
outside Canada), payable to Kobzar Publishing Company.

Pease send my paper to:

Name: ________________________________

Address:_______________________________

______________________________________

Postal Code: ________________:

eroded further Prime Minister
Trudeau’s claims as a cham-
pion of reconciliation.

Dyna Tuvtel, an Ecojustice
lawyer who represented the
Living Oceans Society and the
Raincoast Conservation Foun-
dation in the case, said the
decision is a “really resound-
ing victory for the environ-
ment, for First Nations, for
communities.”

It reaffirms the importance
of environmental legislation,
she said. “The court is remind-
ing Cabinet that it has to fol-
low the law.”

(Continued from Page 2.)

Court
Delays

Pipeline
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The Ministry of Culture in Spain hosted a reception at which the Potava Ensmble received
a participation certificate, accepted by instructors and members of the group.

— Photo: Mark Greschner
The Poltava Ensemble closed the festival in Spain with a performance of “Palekh Box”.

— Photo: Mark Greschner

Whether in Regina, Canada, or at the 35th Xornadas De Folklore in Spain, the “Hopak”
performed by the Poltava Ensemble is a crowd pleaser.

— Photo: Mark Greschner

the music and dance would
begin — not only begin, but
also be continuous for the en-
tire set, some of them up to
20 minutes long!

This meant dances were
sometimes split between ex-
iting and arriving dancers,
with some wearing one cos-
tume over the other to permit
changes that could take only
seconds. Musicians would

The tour included a performance in Ourense, Spain.

— Photo: Mark Greschner

The show in Ourense, Spain, included “Zaporozhian Cos-
sacks”, performed by the men of the Poltava Ensemble.

— Photo: Kelly Munce

on tour, the time had come to
head for home. Poltava had
been asked to close the final
shows at both festivals — a
great honour. Memories and
friendships had been made
that would span the globe. The
tour was exciting and encour-
aging and educational, some-
times painful and exhausting,
always safe, and so much fun!
It is something we’ll be grate-
ful for, and remember, forever.

We are left with the kind
thoughts and comments of the
people we respect and care

for so much:
Cristina Sousa – Interna-

tional Relations – Folkmonção,
who said, “It was with great
pleasure that Folkmonção re-
ceived the group Poltava for
the second time. The group’s
performances are full of col-
our, rhythm and movement
which delighted the Portu-
guese audience. Not only is
Poltava fantastic on stage but
also behind it. The members
of the group are extremely
friendly, amusing and always
very cooperative with the
festival’s organization. In
Folkmonção we  obviously
value the qual i ty of the
groups, but equally important
for us is the relationship
among people, because Folk-
lore is all about friendship and
bringing people together.
Poltava brightened up this
year’s edition, and they will
definitely come back!” 

Julio Fernandez – Director
– Xornadas de Folclore com-
mented, “From the moment
we closed our Festival 2018,
I received many congratula-
tions for enclose Poltava in
our program 2018. Many peo-
ple explain me their happiness
to enjoy Poltava perform-
ances. Most of comments em-
phasize about the high global
quality of the group. Musi-
cians and dancers comple-
ment each other to put on the
stage a wonderful show. I per-
sonally enjoyed everyone of

Poltava’s performances and
I’m really happy to heard the
enthusiastic comments  com-
ing from all kind of spectators.
In the other hand, I feel obli-
gated to thank all Poltava
members: musicians, dancers,
technicians and others  that
took part in my festival for the
really high human quality dur-
ing the festivals days. Particu-
larly thanks to the Direction
Team: thanks David, thanks
Lisa, thanks Vlad. As festival
Director it’s a pleasure to
work with the kind of persons
you are: brilliant professionals
and awesome people. As re-
sult of all my comments my
final conclusion is: POLTAVA,
the perfect group!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Thank you once again for the
happiness you brought with
you.”

And finally, Abel Cunha –
Portuguese photo-journalist,
who remarked,  “In this year’s
Poster, in addition to all the
other groups of great quality,
we will be able to enjoy the
Poltava ensemble of song,
music and dance, a Ukrainian
group that surely visits us
from another galaxy. I’m not
even going to stop myself. It’s
the best group I’ve ever seen,
any time, anywhere.”

Thanks everyone — very
kind words indeed.

— Dave Wilson
(Dave Wilson is Chair of

the AUUC Poltava Ensem-
ble.)

(Continued from Page 7.)

Poltava Ensemble
have to change music and
mind set in a heartbeat as well.
All of this while making eve-
rything look and sound seam-
less and effortless and world-
class entertaining.

Congratulations to Lisa and
Vlad, their dancers and musi-
cians, and the costume ladies
backstage, for their outstand-
ing efforts in producing these
amazing shows!

After almost three weeks

Jordan Bidyk and Nick Dmyterko were among the dancers
performing “Zaporozhian Cossaks”.

— Photo: Mark Greschner


